[image: image1.jpg]Mid-Carolina Council of Governments
Rural Transportation Planning Organization

RuURAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Lewis Livingston Huell Aekins
Chairman Vice-Chair




Minutes

November 29, 2011

1:00 PM

Members Present 


Members Absent

Roland Hall, Chair




Billy King



Livingston Lewis




John Blanton 

Dan Andrews
Chuck Turnage






Billy Horne







Huell Aekins

Daniel Dowless

Ed Grannis

Others Present
Jim Caldwell, MCCOG

Joel Strickland, MCRPO

Faye Lewis, MCRPO


Dominique Boyd, DOT TPB


Jerry Bradley, NCDOT DIV 6
1. Call To Order

Chair Roland Hall called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM and established a quorum was present.

2. Approval of the Nov 2011 Agenda

Chair Roland Hall inquired as to any changes that need to be addressed regarding the agenda, being none; Mr. Billy Horne made a motion to approve the agenda as written.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Dan Andrews and it passed unanimously.


ACTION: APPROVED

3. Approval of the July 2011 Minutes
Chair Roland Hall asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the July 2011 meeting.  Mr. Huell Aekins made a motion to approve the minutes as written and was seconded by Mr. Livingston Lewis.  The minutes were approved unanimously.

ACTION: APPROVED

4. 2040 Statewide Comprehensive Transportation Plan:  Mr. Dominique Boyd

Mr. Dominique Boyd of NCDOT presented new information regarding the status of the 2040 Statewide Transportation Plan.  Mr. Boyd stated the draft would be available this spring for review and the product would go before the Board of Transportation in the summer of 2012.  Chairman Hall inquired with Mr. Ed Grannis, new DOT board member representative if he had any information to share, whereby Mr. Ed Grannis informed members the proposed bill establishing a gas tax cap did not pass, stating this funding option would not likely be sufficient as a source in light of new fuel alternatives being utilized.  He further informed members funding alternatives are key issues the department of transportation will be focusing on in upcoming years.  Chairman Hall inquired regarding the request for additional local input towards the strategic operating policies, whereby Mr. Boyd stated even as there had been local participation, any additional information that could be shared from a local stand point was always beneficial and he encouraged members to submit ongoing feedback.

ACTION: INFORMATION

5. SPOT and TIP Project Ranking/Points: Mr. Joel Strickland
Mr. Joel Strickland provided a spreadsheet prioritizing the current list of proposed projects to for inclusion into the upcoming transportation improvement program.  He explained the Strategic Planning Office of Transportation has instructed the RPO’s to quantitatively calculate points for each individual project.  He referred members to the word document attached explaining the process for which the points were allotted.  He stated changes were warranted from the original calculation that the RTCC had approved, adding project I-4745 Section A, which was an oversight.  Mr. Strickland reiterated although the RTCC had made the recommendation for approval, changes could still be made upon the boards’ direction.  Chairman Hall inquired if the process had been in line with other RPO’s, whereby Mr. Strickland informed members the process was unique to each organization.  He stated there had been some direction from the DOT, but mostly the process was unique with each RPO.  Mr. Grannis stated the new process creates transparency and is headed in the right direction.  He also informed members another way to calculate points describing a neighboring area whereby the top 13 projects were assigned 100 points each.  Discussion then ensued regarding the input and recalculations from the other agencies and the affect overall.  The discussion resulted in a re-tabulation of the numbers in a similar manner.  Mr. Billy Horne made the motion to assign the top 15 projects their maximum points based on the percentage contained within the Mid Carolina RPO and the remainder divided equal (with the exception of NC 210 being assigned 14) among the remaining projects listed.  Mr. Daniel Dowless seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

ACTION: APPROVED
6. RPO Merger/Concurrence Resolution: Mr. Joel Strickland

Mr. Joel Strickland informed members the merger meetings bring all pertinent agencies to the table to confer and make decisions regarding specifics of individual projects.  Stating historically the RPO organizations were the only group at the table that did not have signatory authority and the purpose of the resolution outlines the need for our organization to have equal rights throughout the merger process.  Mr. Strickland stated the resolution was a statewide effort.  Mr. Ed Grannis stated legislation had dictated this process, whereby Mr. Joel Strickland agreed and informed member’s legislative changes might be required before DOT adoption can take place.  Mr. Livingston Lewis made the motion for approval of the resolution in support of establishing full partner status for Rural Planning Organizations in the merger process.  Mr. Huell Aekins seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  

ACTION: INFORMATION
7. Bicycle & Pedestrian  Planning Grant Resolutions

Mr. Joel Strickland stated the resolution for the Town of Autryville request funding for pedestrian planning grant funds and City of Clinton request funding for bicycle planning grant funds.  The funding is provided for municipalities to help create comprehensive plans for either bicycle or pedestrian facilities.  Mr. Dan Andrews made the motion to approve the Town of Autryville resolution of endorsement and Mr. Huell Aekins seconded the motion. It passed unanimously.  Mr. Heull Aekins made a motion to approve the resolution of support for the City of Clinton.  Mr. Chuck Turnage seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
ACTION: INFORMATION

8. 2012 Meeting Dates

Mr. Joel Strickland referred members to the schedule included in the packets.  He stated the dates coincide with the forth Tuesday in the first quarter.  Chairman Roland Hall requested a motion to adopt the proposed schedule, whereby Mr. Billy Horne made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Dan Andrews.  The motion passed unanimously.
9. NCDOT Division Reports

Mr. Joel Strickland referred members to the reports distributed by division engineers.
ACTION: INFORMATION
10. Adjournment
With no other business the meeting adjourned.

  ______________________________

       _____________________________

           Livingston Lewis, Chair                                                    Joel Strickland, Secretary
